SPOTTER REPORTING CRITERIA

Tornado: circulation in contact with the
ground.

Funnel Cloud: circulation not in contact
with the ground.

Rotating Wall Cloud

Downburst (microburst/macroburst):
wet or dry, visually identified.

Wind: causing damage (such as broken
tree limbs or downed power lines) or
estimated speeds greater than 40 mph (use
the Beaufort scale).

Hail: greater than pea size or covering the
ground, specify the size of the largest

stone.
--Non-Severe Hail

YVainch.......... pea size

72 inch.......... mothball

Y inch.......... dime/penny
--Severe Hail

I inch........... quarter size

Rainfall: % inch or more per % hour, or
any cumulative total over % inch.

Flooding: of ANY kind!

Visibility: under ¥2 mile, caused by
anything (fog, dust, smoke, ash, etc.)

Snowfall: accumulating one inch or more
per hour, or any depth on desert floors.

Icing: of road surfaces caused by
anything. Any icing on trees/shrubs.
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CONTACT INFORMATION:

National Weather Service -
Las Vegas

Weather Forecast Office
7851 S. Dean Martin Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89139-6628

Email:
andy.gorelow@noaa.qov

http://www.weather.gov/lasvegas
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WIND EQUIVALENT — BEAUFORT SCALE

MPH | KTS | International | Spe
Description
<1 <1 Calm Calm
rises
1-3 1-3 Light Air Direc
wind
smok
by wi
4-7 4-6 Light Breeze | Wind
face;
rustle
move ind.
8-12 7-10 | Gentle Breeze | Leav
small Sin
constant motion;
wind extends
light
13-18 | 11-16 Moderate Raise
loose
small
move
19-24 | 17-21 Fresh Smal
begin
crest
form
water
25-31 | 22-27 Strong Larg
inm
whist
in tel
wires
used
diffic
32-38 | 28-33 Near Gale Whole trees in
motion;
39-46 | 34-40 Gale
47-54 | 41-47 Strong Gale
55-63 | 48-55 Storm
64-72 | 56-63 | Violent Storm | Widespread
73-82 | 64-71 Hurricane damage.

Some Web Sites of Interest:

her Service Homepage

her Service Las Vegas

v ALERT Flood Warning
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Usually followed by much cooler air.
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http://www.weather.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/lasvegas
http://weather.co.mohave.az.us/perl/DWReports.pl
http://weather.co.mohave.az.us/perl/DWReports.pl
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/trafficinfo/
http://www.ccrfcd.com/
http://www.ccrfcd.com/
http://www.skywarn.com/
http://www.wxqa.com/
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/

